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THE  GRAS  IS  COINAGE  OF  THE  GRAND  DUCHY  OF 
LITHUANIA 


By  Dr.  Alan  Stahl,  Associate 
Curator  of  Medieval  Coins, 

American  Numismatic  Society, 

[The  following  is  the  text  of  a elide  presentation 
given  to  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association  at 
* the  New  York  International  Coin  Show  on  December 

11,  1983.] 

• * * 

The  numismatic  history  of  northern  Europe 
begins  with  the  reformed  penny  of  Charlemagne, 
introduced  around  the  year  800.  This  silver  coin, 
of  about  the  same  diameter  as  the  U.S.  quarter, 
though  considerably  lighter,  was  minted  through- 
out the  Carol ingian  Empire,  which  included  most  of 
Western  Europe.  This  coin  [slide],  whose  simple 
linear  types  and  low  relief  set  the  pattern  for 
centuries,  identifies  Charles,  King  of  the  French 
on  one  side,  that  is  Charlemagne,  and  the  mint  c- 
ity  of  Agen  in  SW  Fremce  on  the  other. 

In  the  period  following  the  breakup  of  the 
Carolingian  Empire  in  the  10th  century,  various 
rulers  took  to  minting  pennies,  following  the 
basic  types  of  Charlemagne.  In  addition  to  those 
counts  and  dukes  who  took  over  the  coinage  within 
the  empire,  rulers  of  newly-formed  states  on  the 
edge  of  the  empire  issued  pennies  in  their  own 
names  for  the  first  time.  Here  is  a penny  [slide] 
of  Bohemia,  of  Duke  Udalrich  from  the  early  11th 
century.  It  identifies  the  ruler  on  one  side  and 
the  hand  raised  in  benediction  is  the  symbol  of 
the  patron  Saint  Wenceslaus,  whose  name  is  in  the 
reverse  legend.  Similar  coins  were  issued  in  other 
areas  directly  bordering  on  the  Carolingiein  empire 
in  this  period,  for  example  in  Poland  and  Hungary. 

For  seme  areas  further  removed  from  the  Ca- 
rolingian region,  coinage  came  not  directly  in  the 
form  of  the  penny,  but  in  the  form  of  its  deriv- 
ative, the  groschen.  The  chief  reason  for  this  is 
that  by  the  high  Middle  Ages,  the  penny  had  been 
greatly  debased  from  the  standards  of  the  9th  ce- 
ntury and  had  declined  in  value.  This  penny  of 
Louis  IX  of  France  [slide],  St.  Louis,  of  about 
1230  is  typical.  Although  similar  in  appearance 
and  size  to  the  penny  of  Charlemagne  of  more  than 
three  centuries  earlier,  it  had  barely  one-quar- 
ter as  much  silver  as  the  older  penny. 

The  gros  of  Saint  Louis  was  very  popular  in 
central  Europe,  where  it  was  called  by  the  German 
word  groschen.  This  is  one  of  the  most  popular 
coins  of  the  l4th  century,  the  groschen  of  Wen- 


ABOVE;  (Left  to  right)  Vincent  Alones,  Dr. 
Alan  Stahl,  and  Robert  J.  Douchis  at  the  LNAv 
meeting  last  December  11  in  New  York. 


ABOVE:  The  Prague  groschen  (graSis)  of 
Wenceslaus  II  of  Bohemia. 
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ceslaus  II  of  Bohemia,  minted  first  around  the 
year  I3OO.  This  coin  was  so  widely  distributed 
Buid  imitated  in  eastern  Europe  that  it  beesune 
the  basis  of  the  monetary  systems  of  countries 
which  were  establishing  coinage  systems  at  that 
time.  In  Lithuania,  the  first  issue  of  pennies 
[denars]  were  made  in  the  , — , 

later  l4th  century,  their 
value  tied  to  the  grosc- 
hen of  Wenceslaus,  or  Pr- 

agergroschen  as  it  was  Kestutis 

called.  These  pennies  of 

Lithuania  were  appairently  issued  in  small  numb- 
ers, but  the  groschen  remained  as  the  basis  for 
the  Lithuanian  renetary  system,  the  gragis  [EDI- 
TOR'S NOTE:  I will  use  the  noranitive  tense  in 
this  article  instead  of  graSiai,  graSii^  etc...] 

Continued  on  page  2... 
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2,  Throughout  central  and  i^stern  Europe  the 
groachen  remained  at  the  base  of  the  coinage 
system  until  the  introduction  of  the  thaler  in 
the  late  15th  century.  Hiis  groschen  of  [slide] 
Brandenburg  of  1496  illustrates  how  long  the 
denomination  maintained  its  popularity. 

Early  in  the  l4th  century,  Poland  exper- 
imented with  the  issue  of  a groschen,  but  the 
coin  never  established  itself.  It  is  with  the 
ascendance  of  the  Lithuanian  line  to  the  throne 
of  Polsuid  that  the  groschen  denomination  bec- 
ame established  in  the  region.  In  1384  Jogaila, 
Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania,  married  the  heiress  to 
the  Polish  throne,  and  took  the  title  of  King 
of  Poland  in  addition  to  his  Lithuanian  title. 
As  part  of  the  marriage  agreement,  Jogaila  was 
baptized  and  all  of  Lithuania  became  Christian. 
In  recognition  of  this  act  as  leader  of  his 
people  to  Christianity,  Jogaila  adopted  as  the 
symbol  of  his  dynasty  the  patriarchal  cross  wi- 
th double  transverse.  Under  his  Christian  name 
of  Wladislaw  II  Jagello,  he  issued  coins  in 
Poland,  including  this  half  groschen  [slide]. 
The  types  and  legends  are  purely  Polish.  The 
legend  identifies  this  as  MONETA  WLADISL 
POLONIE  REGIS,  while  one  side  bears  a Polish 
eagle  and  the  other  a royal  crown.  The  SA 
under  the  crown  is  the  initials  of  the  mint 
master  of  Cracow, 

It  wasn't  until  the  reign  of  Jagello 's 
grandson  Alexander  that  Lithuania  got  its 
own  mint  and 
issued  coins 
with  its  own 
types.  In 
1492,  while 
his  brother 

ruled  as  King  John  Albert  of  Poland,  Alexand- 
er was  elected  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania.  He 
established  a mint  at  Vilnius  and  issued  pe- 
nnies [denare]  and  half-grasis,  with  Lithuan- 
ian types.  The  obverse  of  this  half-gra2is 
bears  the  legend  MCNETA  AIjiXANDRI  (Coin  of 
Alexander),  while  the  reverse  identifies  him 
as  MAGNI  DUCIS  LITUANIE  (Grand  Duke  of  Lith- 
uania). Theobverse  bears  the  image  of  the 
knight  on  horseback  with  drawn  sword,  known 
as  the  Vytis,  which  had  appeared  on  Lithuanian 
nenare  of  the  l4th  century  as  symbol  of  the  ^ 
Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania.  Though  it  often  can  t 
be  seen  on  these  small  coins,  the  >/ytis  usu- 
ally carries  a shield  with  the  double  cross  of 
the  Jogaila  family.  The  reverse  bears  the 
eagle  of  Poland,  which  may  indicate  that  the 
coin  was  minted  after  Alexander  became  King  of 
loland  on  his  brother's  death  in  1501 » or  may 
simply  identify  him  as  a member  of  that  royal 
family. 

This  is  a half  groz  [slide]  of  Poland 
after  Alexander's  election  to  that  throne.  It 
differs  from  Mlexander's  Lithuanian  half-gra5is 
in  several  resrects.  Most  apparent  is  the  pre- 


sence of  the  royal  crown  rather  than  the  Vytis  as 
obverse  type.  The  legend  identifies  him  as 
ALEXANDER  DEI  G REX  and  this  as  MONETA  REGIS  FOL- 
ONIE.  One  of  the  major  differences  between  this 
coin  and  its  Lithuanian  counterpart  is  that  is  on  a 
lower  standard.  It  took  5 Polish  half-grosz  to  equal 
4 Lithuanian  half-gra§is  coins  of  the  same  denomi- 
nation. This  difference  in  standard  continued  thr- 
ough most  of  the  century  and  kept  Lithuanian  and 
Polish  currencies  separate,  regardless  of  whether 
they  were  ruled  by  the  same  individual. 

After  Alexander's  death  in  1506,  his  brother 
Sigismund,  known  as 
Sigismund  I the  Old, 
was  elected  to  both 
of  his  titles.  King 
of  Poland  and  Grand 
Duke  of  Lithuania. 

Sigismund  reopened  the  Vilnius  mint  in  I508  and  is- 
sued a series  of  half-gra§is  there  until  1529» 

This  coin  (pictured  above)  of  his  is  similar  to 
that  of  the  preceding  reign.  The  major  difference 
is  the  addition  of  the  date  of  1509  to  the  obverse 
legend. 

This  half-gra§is  of  1529  [slide]  is  the  last 
year  of  minting  of  this  denomination  in  this  reign, 
though  Sigismund  continued  on  the  throne  for  ano- 
ther two  decades.  Its  chief  difference  from  the 
previous  coin  is  the  change  from  the  Gothic  style 
of  lettering  to  the  much  more  readable  Renaissance 
letters. 

In  1535*  six  years  after  his  last  half-graSis, 
Sigismund  minted 
this  gratis  at 
the  Vilnius 
mint,  the  first 
full  graSis  de- 
nomination 
coin  of  Lith- 
uania. With  the 
larger  field  offered  by  this  half-dollar  sized 
coin,  he  was  able  to  give  more  complete  renderings 
of  both  the  types  and  legends.  The  obverse  of  this 
coin  bears  all  three  symbols  associated  with  the 
Lithuanian  coinage  of  the  period,  the  splendid 
charging  Vytis  on  horseback,  the  doubled  cross  cl- 
early visible  on  his  shield  and,  in  a shield  below 
the  symbolic  representation  of  the  Columns  of  "^e- 
diminas,  legendary  founder  of  the  dynasty.  The 
obverse  legend  identifies  this  as  MONETa  MaGNI 
DVCaTVE  LIT  (Coin  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania), 
while  the  reverse  gives  his  titles  as  Sigismund  the 
First,  King  of  Poland,  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania, 

Sigismund  issued  this  large  coin  only  one  more 
year,  in  1536.  The  chief  difference  between  this 
and  the  previous  coin  is  the  fact  that  the  Columns 
of  'lediminas  are  made  larger  and  removed  from  their 
shield  at  the  bottom  of  the  obverse. 

In  1529,  when  Sigismund  the  Old  was  62,  his 
son,  who  took  the  name  of  Sigismund  II  Augustus, 
was  elected  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania  and  a year 
Continued  on  page  4... 
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FEATURE  OF  THE  MONTH,  by  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan. 

LUDW/G  LITHUANIAN  CAMP  MONEY 

At  the  end  of  World  War  II,  roughly 
70,000  Lithuaniauis  had  made  their  way  to 
the  Western  zones  of  Austria  and  Germany, 
out  of  Stalin's  reach.  These  Displaced  Pe- 
rsons (DPs)  were  placed  in  camps  nan  by 
the  United  Nations  Relief  and  Rehabilita- 
tion Administration  (UNRHa)  and  later  by 
the  International  Refugee  Organization 
(IRO).  Many  camps  had  their  own  internal 
monetary  systems  which  were  used  to  p'ay 
workers  and  others  within  their  confines. 

The  Lithuanian  encampment  at  Ludwig 
was  part  of  the  Dillingen  UNRRA  District, 

Team  508.  Money  used  at  this  camp  consis- 
ted of  two  iffiues:  the  first  issue  was  pr- 
inted on  white  paper;  the  second  on  light 
violet.  The  whites  were  paid  to  men,  and 
the  violet  to  women!  Money  was  issued  in 
1,  2,  5 unites  (85  x 55  mm)  and  10  and  50 
units  (112  X 68  mm.). 

The  Ludwig  scrip  was  designed  by  Lith- 
uanian artist  Antanas  Ruk§tele  (I906-  ) 
well  known  a painter  and  ethnographer. 

RukStele  had  ser- 
ved as  curator  of 
the  Ciurlionis 
Art  Gallery  in 
Kaunas,  As  a pa- 
inter, he  was  re- 
sponsible for 
many  landscapes, 
portraits,  and 
book  illustrat- 
ions. He  lived  in 
the  DP  camps  from 
1944  to  1949.  He 
came  to  the  U.S. 
in  1955»  Appare- 
ntly, UNRRA  off- 
icials were  so  pleased  with  Ruk§teles  art, 
that  they  used  his  same  basic  design  to 
print  the  Polish  DP  camp  money  for  the 
Luitpold  camp. 

UNRRA  records  confirm  the  use  of  the 
Ludwig  money.  A report  dated  May  I6,  1946 
states,  "The  Welfare  Department  has  prep- 
ared a new  currency  system  based  on  ration- 
ing amenities  supplies.  Every  resident  is 
given  a prescribed  number  of  points..."  An- 
other letter  dated  July  I6,  1946  states,  " 

The  camp  PX,  working  on  a 'po-int’  system, 
is  gradually  becoming  firmly  established... 

The  DPs  are  almost  enthusiastic  regarding 
tnis  type  of  payment,  and  it  has  certainly 
increased  the  desire  to  work." 

The  artwork  on  the  Ludwig  notes  consis- 
sts  of  a Lithuanian  tulip  motif.  This  and  the 
UNRRA  emblem  on  all  notes  are  printed  in 
green.  The  text  and  unit  numerals  are  overpr- 
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mber  is  printed  at  center  bottom,  slightly  to  the  rig- 
ht. The  initials  of  the  artist  "AP"  appear  on  the  bot- 
tom border  left  side,  just  to  the  right  point  of  the 
downwards  pointing  tulip. 

On  the  reverse  in  Lithuanian  is  printed,  "Stovykl- 
ini^  Markii^  klastojimas  ir  padirbimas  baudXiamas , "mea- 
ning, "The  falsification  and  counterf iting  of  Camp 
Marks  is  a punishable  offense."  Although  the  denominat- 
ions are  in  units,  this  penalty  clause  reveals  that  the 
money  was  tied  into  the  Mark  (Germany)  monetary  system. 

As  time  progresses,  perhaps  camp  money  of  other 
Lithuanian  camp-s  will  surface.  We  encourage  our  read- 
ers to  report  to  us  other  examples  of  this  special 
type  of  Lithuanian  money.  Special  thanks  to  Juozas 
Kreivenas  for  supplying  us  with  copies  of  the  Ludwig 
money. 


inted  in  red.  T.'is  allowed  for  its  "generic" 


use,  using  the  same  design. 
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COMING 

Next  issue  we  will  be  announcing  a heretofore 
unknown  Lithuanian  banknote  which  was  printed  by  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania  in  1924,  but  not  released  into  cir- 
culation! . . . 

Also  an  article  by  Henry  L.  Gaidis  on  the  1938 
Lithuanian  Olympics  Medal. 

We  encourage  our  readers  to  send  us  new  items  and 
articles,  news,  inf orm.ation,  etc!  This  is  what  has 
kept  the  LNa  going!  Feel  free  to  write  us  letters: 
we'd  like  to  hear  from  you! 


4.  THE  GRASIS  coinage  OF  THE. GRAND  DUCHY 

Ittter  King  of  Poland.  This  appears  to  have  been 
a co-opting  to  insure  the  son's  succession  at 
his  father's  death. 


ciigisfflund  I however, 
lived  another  19 
years,  to  the  age 
of  80,  thus  clearly 
earning  his  nick- 
name of  "the  Elder."  ' 

In  15^4,  his  son,  perhaps  impatient  at  his  fa- 
ther's longevity,  took  up  the  actual  rule  of 
Lithuania  and  began  minting  in  Vilnius.  This 
half  gratis  [slide,  photo  of  type  above]  is 
dated  1546,  two  years  before  the  death  of  Sig- 
ismund  I,  while  Sigismund  II  was  ruling  Lith- 
u^ulia  only.  Note  however  that  the  legend  of 
the  eagle  side  identifies  the  issuer  as  3IGIS 
AVG  REX  P MAG  DVX  L,  that  is  Sigismund  August 
King  of  Poland  and  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania. 

At  the  same  time  his  father  was  minting  coins 
in  Carcow.  Another  interesting  feature  of  this 
coin  is  that  the  sides  of  the  legend  are  rev- 
ersed. It  is  the  eagle  side  that  bears  the 
king's  titles  and  the  Vytis  side  that  identif- 
ies this  as  a coin  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lith- 
uania. 

A few  half-gragis  of  Sigismund  August 
maintained  the  old  configuration  of  titles  on 
the  Vytis  side  and  identification  on  the  eagle. 
Some  of  these  are  undated,  as  the  one  shown  he- 


is  not  on  the  same  standard  as  the  other  graSis  mi- 
nted in  Lithuania  in  the  period.  It  has  4/5  as 
much  silver  as  the  Lithuanian  gra§is,  that  is  the 
same  amount  as  the  Polish  grosz  being  minted  at  the 
same  time  in  Cracow.  In  other  words,  with  this  coin 
, recognizable  by  the  two4.ine  inscription  below  the 
portrait,  Sigismund  Augustus  was  in  direct  compet- 
ition with  his  father's  coinage. 

Another  innovation  of  this  period  in  which  Si- 
gismund August  ruled  only  Lithuania  is  the  issuance 
of  multiple  graSis.  This 


/ITACKa 
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coin  of  1547  is  actually 
smaller  than  the  1 grasis 
coins  seen  earlier,  but 
while  they  had  less  than 
one  third  silver  in  their 
alloy,  this  is  almost  pure  silver.  As  the  reverse 
31)6115  out  this  is  worth  3 graSis.  It  is  a silver 
tripple  graSis  piece  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithua- 
nia. The  small  three-leaf  symbols  that  punctuate 
the  obverse  legend  and  frame  the  reverse  are  the 
mark  of  the  mint  of  Vilnius. 

In  1548  Sigismund  August  finally  suceeded  his 
father  to  the  Polish  throne.  There  is  virtually  no 
change  visible  in  his  coinage  after  this  event.  The 
most  remarkable  aspect  of  his  minting  is  that  he 
closed  the  Cracow  mint  at  his  father's  death  and 
never  issued  coins  minted  in  Poland  itself.  Rather, 
he  continued  to  center  his  coinage  on  the  Vilnius 
mint  and  to  put  Lithuanian  types  on  his  coins  des- 


re  [slide],  and  some  are  dated  to  1545,  the  ear-  tined  to  circulate  in  Poland.  This  coin  of  I568, 
liest  date  on  coins  of  Sigismund  August.  It  is 
generally  eissumed  that  the  undated  coins  are 
either  from  1545  or  the  beginning  of  1546. 

In  this  period  when  he  actually  ruled  only 
Lithuania,  Sigismund  August  issued  gra§is  which 

are  the  first  portrait 
coins  of  Lithuamia. 

This  example  [slide, 
type  illustrated  at 
left]  from  1546  repl- 
aces the  eagle  with  a 
portrait  of  the  young 
Grand  Duke  and  maint- 
ains the  rider  and  Columns  of  Gedirainas  as  the 
reverse  type.  Note  that  on  this  coin  as  well  he 
claims  the  title  of  King  of  loland. 

Even  more  surprising  as  an  issue  during 
his  father's  life  is  this  coin  of  Sigismund  hu- 


o, 


of  Lithuania.  The  reverse  again  has  the  state- 
ment "Coin  of  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lithuania"  with 
the  Vytis,  the  Columns  of  Gediminas  and  the  date 
1547,  that  is  during  Sigismund  I's  lifetime. 
Under  the  rider  however,  are  added  the  monogram 
of  ligismund  August  and,  most  significantly,  the 
Polish  crown  between  the  numerals.  For  this  coin 


[slide]  twenty  years  after  his  Polish  accession,  is 
on  the  standard  of  the  Polish  grosz,  but  like  the 
previous  coin,  keeps  the  Vytis  as  the  principal  re- 
verse type  with  the  Columns  of  Gediminas  beneath 
and  only  the  small  crown  representing  Poland. 

An  experiment  of 
Sigismund  august  was 
this  two  gratis  piece 
of  1565.  A rather 
small  coin,  of  good 
alloy,  it  had  a totally  new  reverse  type  of  two 
shields,  one  with  the  Vytis  and  the  other  with  the 
Columns,  with  the  Roman  numeral  II  below.  This  two 
graSis  denomination  apparently  was  not  well  recei- 
ved , as  it  was  minted  only  in  15^5  and  never  again 
issued. 

A more  successful  innovation  was  the  4 graSis 
coin  of  Sigismund  August,  also  introduced  in  1565, 
with  the  same  new  types 
as  the  2 graSis  coin. 

This  issue  was  more 


a- 

popular,  as  examples  of 
this  coin  are  known  from  V 


the  following  four  years, 
but  the  denomination  was  used  again  after  that. 

A more  enduring  new  denomination  of  Sigismund 
August  was  the  3 gra§is  piece.  We  have  seen  that 
it  was  introduced  in  1547  as  a small  coin  of  high 
silver  content  with  a portrait  obverse  and  Vytis 
reverse.  The  same  standard  was  used  for  3 graSis 

Continued  next  page.... 
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pieces  of  1556,  after  almost  a decade  gap  in 
the  minting  of  the  denomination.  This  time  it 
was  apparently  no  more^uccessful  as  no  fur- 
thers 3 graSis  / V ^ ’ 

coins  were  issued  \l  T- 

for  another  6 
years.  In  1562, 
the  Vilnius 
mint  issued  this 

large  3 graSis  piece  ^.aoove),  of  very  poor 
silver  alloy,  with  rather  traditional  types. 

The  poorness  of  the  alloy  apparently  made 
the  coin  unpopular,  as  within  the  same  year, 
the  Vilnius  mint  began  to  issue  smaller, 
finer  3 gratis  pieces.  These  coins  are  clearly 
distinguished  from  other  issues  of  the  3 
Sis  piece,  and  from  other  denominations,  by 
the  substitution  of  the  ruler's  monogram  for 
his  portrait  on  the  obverse.  This  type  was 
continued  for  the  following  two  years. 

In  1565  another  cha- 
nge  was  made  in  this 
denomination.  The 
Vytis  was  moved  from 
the  reverse  to  the  ob- 
verse, along  with  the 

Roman  numeral  III  mark  of  denomination,  while 
the  reverse  was  devoted  to  an  Canti— Polish! 
inscription  which  reads,  "QUI  HABITAT  IN 
C02LIS  IRH2DEBIT  EOS,"  which  means,  "He  who 
dwells  in  Heaven  shall  mock  them."  Such  a 
satirical  motto  is  unusual  for  a coin  [ini- 
tiated by  authorities  at  the  Vilnius  mint 
who  rejected  the  idea  of  lowering  the  supe- 
rior Lithuanian  coin  standard  down  to  the 
level  of  Poland's  inferior  one],  and  appare- 
ntly this  piece  was  issued  in  very  small  qu- 
antities, as  it  is  quite  rare  today. 

In  1547  and  again  in  1562,  Sigismund 
August  issued 
6 graSis 
coins,,  with 
a portrait  on 
the  obverse  and 
the  Vytis  on 
the  other.  Such 
coins  are  extr- 
emely rare, 

though  forgeries  are  not  uncommon. 

In  1566,  Sigismund  August  made  another 
innovation  in  the  minting  of  Lithuania,  he  op- 
ened a second  mint,  in  Tikocine,  near  the  Po- 
lish border.  Coins  of  this  mint  are  indicated 
by  a horseshoe  placed  under  the  image  of  the 
Vytis,  as  on  this  half-grasis  [slide].  They 
are  known  only  for  half-gra§is  and  gra§is 
Lithuanian  coins,  and  coins  on  the  Polish  1 
grosz  standard,  and  for  the  year  I566  only. 

Sigismund  August  reigned  until  1572 
but  issued  few  silver  coins  after  the  opening 
of  this  new  mint  in  I566.  In  1569  came  an  ev- 
ent of  as  great  significance  for  Lithuanian 
coinage  as  for  the  history  of  the  nation  itself 
the  Union  of  Lublin.  This  act,  which  joined  the 
Kingdom  of  Poland  and  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Lith- 


uania into  a single  state  provided  for  a single  sta- 
ndard of  coinage  throughout  the  joined  territories. 
This  had  no  apparent  effect  on  the  few  coins  struck 
in  Sigismund 's  reign  after  this,  but  its  ramificat- 
ions cam  be  noted  on  the  Lithuanian  coinages  of  later 
monarchs. 

After  an  interregnum  of  four  years,  during  wnich 
few  coins  were  issued,  the  throne  of  the  united  kin- 
gdom went  to  Stephan  Batory,  a Transylvanian  nobleman 
with  no  previous  connection  to  either  Poland  or  Lith- 
uania. Batory  reopened  the  Cracow  mint,  which  had 
been  closed  throughout  the  reign  of  Sigismund  Aug- 
ust, and  henceforth  the  Polish  mint  rose  in  promin- 
ence over  that  of  Vilnius.  Batory  minted  few  graSis ' 
in  Lithuania,  apparently  only  in  the  years  I58O  and 
1581.  The  obverse  of  this 
large,  base  grasis  of 


1581  is  similar  to  that 
of  Sigismund  August, 
but  the  reverse  has  a 
marked  difference.  As 


r' 

■ 'Oyvi  ^ 

you  may  recall,  on  his  2 graSis  and  4 graSis  piece, 
Sigismund  used  a reverse  of  two  shields  paired  under 
a crown,  but  in  one  shield  was  the  Vytis  and  in  the 
other  the  Columns  of  Gediminas.  On  his  successor's 
coins,  after  the  Union  of  Lublin,  the  paired  shields 
are  the  eagle,  to  represent  Poland,  and  the  Vytis,  to 
represent  Lithuania.  The  Lithuanian  coinage  was  now 
a coinage  of  both  nations. 

The  same  remarks  can  be  made  on  the  graSis  pie- 
ces of  Batory  minted  from  I58O  to  1586,  with  one 
addition.  On  the  reverse,  between  the  eagle  and  the 
Vytis,  is  a shield  bearing  the  arms  of  Stephan  Batory 
, implying  that  the  personal  element  in  the  governm- 
ent was  as  important  as  the  two  nations  which  had  el- 
ected him. 

After  the  death  of  Batory  in  1586  his  nephew  Si- 
gismund Vasa  of  Sweden  was  elected  to  rule  the  joi- 
ned nation.  Sigismund  was  to  become  king  of  Sweden 
in  1592  and  was  deposed  there  12  years  later,  but  he 
ruled  Poland  and  Lithuania  for  almost  50  years  as 
Sigismund  III.  He  produced  enormous  quantities  of 
grosz  in  Poland,  but  his  Lithuanian  coinage  shows  a 
marked  decline  in  quantity.  His  3 graSis  piece  foll- 
owed closely  that  of  Batory. 

Sigismund  Vasa's  earliest  1 gratis  pieces  were 
like  those  of  his  predecessor,  but  in  I608  he  switc- 
hed from  a bust  obverse  to  the  combination  of  an  ea- 
gle on  one  side  and  a Vytis  on  the  other,  an  arrang- 
ement that  had  been  abandoned  50  years  earlier. 

Sigismund  III  stopped  minting  graSis'  in  Lith- 
uania in  1615  Sind  resumed  again  only  for  three  years 
a decade  later.  In  this  graSis  of 
1626  he  has  returned  to  strictly 
Lithuanian  types,  that  is  the  ob- 
verse is  a portrait  and  the  reverse  shows 

Vytis  on  horseback.  — 

The  final  coin  I'll  show  today  is  an  error  pie- 
ce. you'll  note  that  it  is  identical  to  the  previous 
coin,  except  that  the  date  is  given  as  1262  instead 
of  1626.  Obviously  the  die  engraver  got  his  punches 
mixed  up  for  this  die. 

Concluded  on  page  8...  _ 
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6.  The  MEMOIRS  of  PETRAS  RIMSa 


S.  Neris,  P.  Cvirka...And  this  is  a very  joyful  phenomenon,  strengthening  cultural  ties  among  nat- 
ions, and  promoting  their  friendship.  Lithuanian  literature  for  the  first  time  resolutely  crossed 
its  national  boundaries.  This  inspired  me  to  study  more  closely  our  great  writers.  For  instance, 
Kristijonas  Donelaitis  (l7l4-178o) — a truly  rare  and  outstanding  personality,  not  only  in  the  his- 
tory of  Lithuanian  literature.  This  poet  of  western  Lithuania  is  great  and  unusual  in  his  authen- 
ticity, his  endless  love  of  the  people,  and  his  democracy.  There  is  no  surviving  portrait  of  him, 

and  not  too  much  detail  of  his  life  [Note:  Donelaitis  did  in  1780  in  Tolminkiemis,  15  km.  south  of 

the  Lithuanian  border  in  G.  Prussia.  After  WWII,  the  Russians  destroyed  Donelaitis'  church,  and 
found  his  remains  buried  underneath.  RimSa's  rendition  of  Donelaitis  is  based  upon  studying  the 
skull  structure].  The  basic  picture  of  Donelaitis  as  an  author,  is  his  poem  "The  Year."  From  it, 

he  has  emerged  to  me  as  a person  of  great  nobility  and 
wisdom,  truly  subtle  and  deep  in  feeling,  rational  vis- 
ion, pensive,  yet  so  lively,  pleasant,  not  without  humor, 
loving  nature  and  appreciating  its  beauty.  I have  recre- 
ated him  such,  and  bear  him  in  my  imagination.  It  requi- 
red only  an  excuse  for  me  to  transfer  him  to  a medal  or 
a bust.  And  this  was  not  long  in  coming.  It  was  in  1954, 
that  the  Soviet  in  Lichuania  prepared  to  celebrate  this 
eminent  poet's  175  anniversary  of  his  death  (1955). 

Justin  Paleckis  said  to  me  on  one  occasion  [the  head 
of  the  Lithuanian  SSR] : "Take  and  provide  a medal  of  Do- 
nelaitis. It  would  be  beautiful!" 

And  tnat  suggestion  was  enough.  Without  delay  I be- 
gan work  passionately.  In  the  center  obverse  of  the  medal 
, I composed  the  poet's  picture  from  Diy  imagination.  We 
see  Donelaitis  concentrating,  his  left  hand  resting  his 
forehead,  while  his  right  grasps  a goose  quill.  The  eyes 
are  focuses  on  the  script. 

In  the  background  of  the  obverse  there  is  a shelf 
full  of  books,  and  on  it  there  is  edso  a crucifix  [Notice 
how  Eim§a  was  able  to  "slip  in"  some  of  the  "old"  ideas 
into  his  medals...];  and  near  the  shelf  on  the  wall  hang 
portraits  of  Luther  and  Ma2vydas,  which  reminds  us  of  K. 
Donelaitis*  spiritual  ties  to  his  milieu  [Donelaitis  was 
a Lutheran  pastor] , and  with  the  books  and  literature  of 
western  Lithuania.  Along  the  obverse  edge  is  the  inscription,  "Kristijonas  Donelaitis,  17l4-1780," 

and  in  the  lower  cartouche,  the  anniversary  year  (1955). 

My  search  for  Donelaitis'  portrait  did  not  satisfy  my  completely.  So  in  that  same  year  I dev- 
ised two  variations.  In  the  first,  the  torso  was  larger,  the  paper's  edge  could  be  seen  upon 
writing  appeared.  The  left  hand's  bearing  was  somewhat  changed.  Different  clothing  was  added.  Thou- 
gh really  I was  most  concerned  with  the  study  of  his  face,  in  this  version  it  did  not  constitue  the 
dominating  factor.  The  surroundings,  and  his  clothing  with  its  emphatic  clarit-v  decreased  his  role  ^ 
somewhat.  [In  other  words,  RimSa  is  making  some  changes:  In  the  photo  (Type  HD*  notice  there  is 
no  photo  of  Luthor  of  MaSvydas  or  cruxifix,  but  rather,  a cookoo  clock!  (left  side)]. 

The  expression  of  the  countenance  in  the  first  two  variations  differs  considerably.  Since  the 
second  composition  aroused  some  doubts,  I returned  to  my  first.  In  this  way,  the  third  torso  again 
resembled  the  first.  The  attention  is  chiefly  directed  to  the  countenance:  this  one  probably  is 
more  spiritualized.  But  truly,  I would  not  be  able  to  say,  which  of  the  three  varieties  was  the 

best.  I value  them  al]  equally.  ^ - t i 

The  background  of  the  third  variety  is  somewhat  different.  It  does  not  contain  Luther  s or 

MaXvydas'  portraits  [Here  Rimsa  admits  this  in  print].  T^eir  place  is  taken  up  by  an  old-fashined 
clock  and  scales.  In  addition,  on  the  second  and  third  variety,  the  formation  of  the  books  is  ada- 
pted to  the  then  current  era:  their  backs  are  beautiful.  Baroque  in  style. 

In  the  center  of  the  reverse,  is  Donelaitis'  poem,  "The  Seasons,"  or  more  precisely,  a page 
with  the  first  4-lined  stanzas  of  the  four  canticles  is  copied,  and  also  an  excerpt  from  the  stor- 
ies. In  the  background,  I clarified  the  peasants'  life  with  nature  scenes  of  all  four  seasons  of 

Spring  turned  out  with  budding  branches  of  trees  in  bloom,  birds  wooing  and  swallows  diving 
about;  and  ploughmen  working  the  fields.  Summer  was  painted  as  a rye-cutting  time.  Reapers  exert- 
ing themselves  with  their  scythes.  Shooks  are  already  set  up,  and  even  an  overseer  °ver  on 

ho?se  intent  on  some  problem.  Autumn:  the  time  to  gather  in  the  harvest.  The  field  is  full  of  men 
and  women,  working  hard.  My  Donelaitis-like  winter  shows  a snow-covered  farmstead,  logs  hauled  on 
sled  by  horses,  crows  quailing  on  a branch.  CONTINUED  NEXT  ISSUE 


KRISTIJONAS  DONELAITIS,  medalis 


Medal  by  P.  Rimia 


Above:  Rimsa 's  medal.  Type  III,  without 
portrait  of  Luther  or  Mazvydas. 


THE  1928  VOLUNTEERS  MEDAL 


By  Vincent  Alones  and  Henry  L.  Gaidie 

The  Lithuanian  Army  Founding  Volunteers  Medal  (Lietuvos  Kariuom- 
enes  Kure ju-Savanoriu  Medalis),  was  established  on  February  27,  1928, 
to  commemorate  the  formation  of  the  Lithuanian  Army , leading  to  the 
restoration  of  independence.  On  June  10,  19l8,  while  still  under 
German  military  occupation,  the  Lithuanian  Minister  of  Defense,  Ant- 
anas  Merkys,  undertook  the  task  of  forming  an  army.  Working  in  sec- 
ret for  five  months,  open  recruitment  of  volunteers  commenced  on 
October  l6,  I918,  at  the  abandoned  German  barracks  at  Gnipiskis  in 
the  Vilnius  suburbs.  The  1st  infrantry  regiment:  The  Grand  Duke  Gedi- 
minis,  was  formed  on  November  1,  I9I8,  with  successive  units  being 
recruited  throughout  Lithuania.  The  Lithuanian  Array  celebrates  its 
founding  on  November  23,  I918,  which  date  marks  the  receipt  of  the 
first  official  order  to  the  army  from  the  Minister  of  Defense.  This 
order  was  to  establish  a general  staff  to  defend  the  country  upon 
the  German  withdrawal. 

The  Lithuanian  wars  of  independence  started  on  February  2,  1919» 
against  the  invading  Communist  Russian  Bolsheviks;  continued  against 
the  mercenary  German-White  Russian  forces  of  Colonel  Bermondt-Avalov, 
and  did  not  terminate  until  1920  with  a cease  fire  with  Poland,  arr- 
aigned by  the  League  of  Nations. 

The  independence  of  Lithuania  was  declared  in  the  capital  city 
of  Vilnius  on  February  I6,  I9I8.  Only  on  June  I6,  1919»  did  Lithua- 
nia become  a sovereign  state,  when  the  German  General  Commissioner 
E.  Zimmerle  and  his  staff  departed  from  Lithuania. 

On  May  9,  1920,  talks  began  in  Moscow  and  a treaty  was  signed 
on  July  12,  1920,  whereby  the  i'iussians  recognized  Lithuaniaui  indepe- 
ndence. On  July  27,  1922,  the  United  States  President  Warren  G.  Har- 
ding announced  the  recognition  of  Lithuania. 

To  honor  Lithuania's  brave  defenders,  the  government  created 
the  Volunteers  Medal,  The  medal  was  bestowed  to  those:  1)  who  dur- 
ing the  period  of  I918-I92O  under  war  conditions  were  accepted  for 
military  service  before  they  were  drafted  or  mobilized,  or  during 
that  period  were  free  from  being  drafted  or  mobilized;  2)  Army 
chaplains  who  during  I918-I9I9  joined  the  army  or  the  partizan  sq- 
uads; 3)  Those  who  during  1918-1919  joined  the  partizan  squads,  be- 
fore they  were  drafted  or  mobilized  into  the  army,  or  who  were  free 
from  being  drafted  or  mobilized,  also  those  who  participated  in  bat- 
tles with  the  enemy, (Note:  the  Lithuanian  partizan  units  subsequen- 
tly evolved  into  the  Saulii^  S^junga,  the  National  Guard  association.) 

The  Volunteers  Medal  was  bestowed  on  the  founders  of  the  Lith- 
uanian Army  and  entitled  them  to  all  the  privileges  related  to  obta- 
ining land.  They  were  also  exempted  from  payment  into  the  government 
pension  fund  for  the  time  they  served  in  the  army  up  to  January  1, 

1926.  Volunteers  who  had  lost  their  lives  in  battle  or  who  had  died 
prior  to  the  time  of  awarding  the  raedals  could  have  their  medal  and 
benefits  presented  to  relatives  such  as  the  widow,  children,  or  par- 
ents. The  awarding  was  prohibited  to  individuals  who  had  forfeited 
their  rights  through  military  punishment,  desertion,  activities  aga- 
inst the  government,  or  did  not  fulfill  6 months  service  with  the 
partizans  or  one  full  year  with  the  regular  army. 

The  Volunteers  medal  is  bronze,  37  mm.  diameter,  with  a loop  attached  from  a ribbon  cross  bar. 
The  obverse  of  the  medal  features  a naked  hand  with  a sword  striking  and  breaking  the  enemy's  sword 
held  in  a steel  covered  hand.  The  striking  sword  has  also  broken  a steel  chain  of  bondage  stretch- 
ing across  the  land.  In  the  foreground  stands  Grand  Duke  Gediminas'  castle  with  a flying  Lithuanian 
flag.  The  manufacturing  firm's  name,  Huguenin  3c.,  appears  at  the  5 o'clock  position  on  the  border. 
The  reverse  bears  the  inscription  "I918-I92O  SAVANORIUI"  (Volunteers)  inside  an  honor  wreath.  The 
breast  medal  is  worn  hanging  from  a green  ribbon  37  mm.  wide  with  three  yellow  trimmed  red  stripes. 
The  designer  of  the  medal  is  believed  to  have  been  Juozas  Zikaras.  Approximately  12,000  persons  were 
awarded  the  Volunteers  Medal,  including  100  women,  and  100  Araerican-Lithuanians.  The  Volunteers  were 
honored  individuals  in  Lithuania  and  also  formed  their  own  civilian  organization. 

CONCLUDED  NEXT  MONTE. . . . 


8.  WANT  ADS 


LETTERS 


yC'K  SAL£:  Book  about  the  King  Mindaug- 
ae ' 4th  Infantry  Hegiraent,  by  Lt.  Col.  J. 
Variakojis,  who  commanded  it  beginning  in 
1919.  Paperback,  120  pages.  Well  illustra- 
ted with  maps  and  pictures  of  bemedaled  of- 
ficers, Vytis  crosses  and  orders.  Very  int- 
eresting reading  about  Lithuania's  strugg- 
les for  independence  agains  the  Bolsheviks, 
German-White  Russian  Bermondt  army,  and  the 
Poles,  The  portrayed  officers  all  look  beau- 
tiful, of  warrior  caliber.  In  Lithucinian. 
Proceeds  go  to  the  Lithuanian  Soldiers  Asso- 
ciation. $3  postpaid.  Charles  Matuzas, 

107-33  117th  St.,  Richmond  Hill,  N.Y.  Il4l9 

WANTED:  A collection  of  Lithuanian-Amer- 
ican  tokens,  lodge  tokens,  etc.,  issued  be- 
fore WWII.  Audrius  V.  Plioplys,  M.D.,  79 
Indian  Grove,  Toronto,  Ontario  CaNAI'^I 
M6R  2Y5. 

WANTED:  P-unkte  notes:  Estonia,  Latvia, 
Lithuania,  White  Russia.  Also  wanted  to  buy 
Estonia  Wolaikohustus  notes  P.  1-38 » Estonia 
P.  50  1,000  marks,  P-52  500  marks,  F-60 
5,000  marks.  Latvia  P-I9  500  Latu,  also  un- 
usual paper  money  or  similar.  Write  first 
stating  condition  and  price  wanted,  and  if 
possible,  include  xerox  copy.  Prompt  reply 
guaranteed.  John  P.  Witter,  Satomaki  Salpa 
23»  01370  Vantaa  37t  Finland, 

FOR  SALE:  Order  of  Gediminas,  3rd  class 
Commander's  decoration  with  ring  type  catch 
for  wear  on  tunic  edge  with  higher  neck  dec- 
oration (w/o  ribbon).  Very  good  to  excellent 
«350  or  trade  in  Lithuanian  militaria.  Henry 
L.  Gaidis,  18225  v^een  Elizabeth  Drive, 
Olney,  Maryland  20832, 

FOR  SALE:  Silver-like  dime  size  relig- 
ious medal  of  St.  Casimir.  Can  be  put  on  a 
chain.  Lith.  text  reads,  "St.  Casimir  pray 
For  Us."  Enclose  a S.A.S.E.  ^1.50  each. 
Robert  Novak,  966  S.  Elden,  Apt  #5»  t,os 
Angeles,  California  9OOO6 

Want/For  Sale  ads  are  FRj'JE  to  LNh 
members!  Send  us  your  ad  for  the  next  issue! 


I appreciated  the  article  on  the  1958  10  lit^ 
fate  [January  1984  issue],  but  I wonder  about  the  dest- 
ruction of  these  notes  in  total.  Do  you  know  more  about 
the  destruction  of  these  notes?  Does  anyone  known  what 
happened  to  the  other  stocks  of  notes  kept  in  the  vaul- 
ts of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania?  are  there  any  reliable  re- 
ports?   John  P.  Witter,  FINLAND 

A.  Yes,  there  are  reports,  Lithuania  was  kept  on 
the  litas  standard  until  March,  1941,  At  that  time, 
it  was  outlawed,  and  the  notes  of  Lietuvos  Bankas  were 
burned  and  destroyed  right  in  Lithuania  itself.  The 
coins  however,  were  taken  to  Molotov's  iron  Casting 
Works  near  Moscow  and  melted  there,  A few  1938  10  liti^ 
notes  were  circulated , but  these  were  PAVYZDYS  specim- 
ens which  were  already  in  the  teller's  areas,  and  not 
with  the  original  circulation  bundle  in  the  main  vault. 

I have  seen  other  denomination  circulated  PAVYZDYS 
notes,  which  were  of  course  circulated  during  the  Rus- 
sian occupation  1940-41,  The  1938  10  liti^  circulation 
issue  of  course  was  not  allowed  by  the  Russians  to  be 
released,  and  no  doubt  was  destroyed  with  the  rest  of 
the  notes  by  summer,  1941, 

I collect  military  and  policy  badges  from  all  over 
the  world,  of  which  I have  well  over  10,000  items.  I 
have  had  for  a long  time,  an  interest  in  items  from 
the  Baltic  countries.  I have  never  met  anyone  who  clai- 
ms to  have  originated  from  them.  Over  the  past  20  years 
of  collecting,  I have  come  across  very  little  printed 
information  on  military  items  from  the  Baltic  countries. 
I was  wondering  if  you  could  help  me  out  with  some 
information. — Barry  J.  Hammond,  Northernireland , 

A.  Yes  Barry,  we're  nappy  to  help  you.  We  are  pre- 
senting a series  on  Lith.  military  medals  & decorations. 
And  in  our  Want  Ads  there  is  an  Order  of  Gediminas  for 
sale.  We  hope  you'll  join  our  LI'IA  and  be  a part! 


Baltic  Tours  has  numerous  group  tours  to  Lithuania, 
Latvia,  Poland,  Finland,  etc.  this  year.  Write  for  a 
brochure.  Baltic  Tours,  293  Auburn  St.  Newton,  Mass 
02166.  This  editor  went  a few  years  ago,  and  had  a great 
time.  If  any  LNA  members  plan  on  going,  let  this  editor 
know ! 

^RA^rs  COINAGE 

Continued  from  page  5*-» 


Have  you  written  Karl  Stephens  for  his  lat- 

est price  list  of  medieval  and  modern  Lith- 
uanian coins? 
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Dealer  in  Qualit\  Rare  Coins 
Lithuanian  & Polish 
WRITE: 


Ktirl  Stephens,  Inc. 


Karl  Srephens 
l’rr,i<l(nt 


Host  ( )ftite  Bos  4sS  AN  \ 57209 

lriiiple(  .1  *M7S0  2l3  445  kl54 


In  succeeding  reigns,  the  minting  of  coinage  for 
the  Polish-Lithuanian  kingdom  was  increasingly  concent- 
rated in  Poland  and  most  of  the  coins  of  Lithuania  we- 
re either  copper  shillings  or  large  silver  thalers  and 
gold  ducats.  Like  the  independent  Grand  Duchy  of  Lith- 
uania, the  graSis  coin  became  swallowed  up  by  a centr- 
alized administration  in  Cracow  with  little  concern  for 
the  wishes  and  interest  of  the  Lithuanian  people. 

We  thank  Dr.  Stahl  for  his  address  to  the  LIsA.  The 
field  of  medieval  Lithuanian  coins  is  an  area  wide  open 
to  study.  For  those  wishing  to  study  it  in  more  detail, 
we  highly  recommend  our  Cinglish  translation  Ancient 
Lithuanian  Currencies  by  Jonas  K.  Karys,  which  was  pre- 
sented  in  installments  I98O-I983  here  in  The  Knight . 


Salfs  _ American  Numismatic  Association 

Society  For  International  Numismatics 
Numismatics  International 
39328  Philippine  Collectors  Society 

Latvian  Numismatic  Society 
Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association 

All  coins  in  this  listing  are  carefully  graded  and  described,  are 
in  stock,  and  are  guaranteed  genuine.  These  coins  grade  VG  to  LF 
for  several  good  reasons: 

(1) .  No  coin  is  ''almost"  anything;  it  either  is  or  isn't.  Also, 

no  coin  is  two  grades  at  once. 

(2) .  Truly  uncirculated  coins  from  pre  Ww  II  Lurope  are  extremely 

scarce,  as  any  collector  or  dealer  will  discover  if  he  ex- 
amines his  "unc's"  under  a 16-20  power  glass. 

(3) .  Most  coins  I buy  as  EU , Choice  EU,  or  "Gem"  EU  grade  from 

CH  VF  to  CH  EF.  A few  are  actually  uncs,  occasionally  nice, 
and,  about  one  a year,  choice.  I have  never  seen  a "Gem"  EU 
coin . 

A coin  that  is  somewhat  more  attractive  than  is  typical  in  its  grade 
may  rate  a "nice."  A coin  that  is  both  attractive  and  near  a higher 
grade  may  rate  a "choice." 

In  USA  and  Canada,  add  $2  to  all  orders  for  postage  and  handling; 
overseas,  add  an  additional  s^3.25  for  registration. 

Thank  you  and  good  luck.  Charles  A.  Robbins 

Livinesthonia:  C2a,  4 Kopeks,  1737,  nice  VG,  top  of  date  worn,  45.00 

Republic  of  Estonia: 

74,  Mark,  1922,  F (digs  and  scratches)  0.50;  VF  2;  CH  VF  3;  EF  (rev 
hlns)  4 

Y4a. , Mark,  1924,  F (trn's)  2;  F 3;  VF  (It,  stain,  trn's)  4 

Y8,  Mark,  1926,  VG  1;  VF  (rev  digs  & scrs)  4;  VF  8 

Y5,  3 Marka , F 2;  CH  VF  (hlns,  rev  scrs)  3 

Y5a,  3 Marka,  F 3;  CH  F 5 

1926  3 marka  WAN TEL! 

Y6,  5 Marka,  1922,  F (obv  spot)  1;  F 2;  VF  (sm  rn's)  3;  CH  VF  (trn)  4 
Y6a,  3 Marka,  1924,  VF  ( sm  rb)  4;  VF  6 
1926  5 Marka  WANTEL! 
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Yie,  :;ro.'n,  1933  LF  40 

Y19,  Aroo;:,  1S34  VF  7;  OF  Vf  10 

lie,  2 Lx-ooni,  1930,  i 5;  VF  (rev  sers)  7;  VF  O/CH  VF  (spotb)  12: 

CH  Vx  15 

Y12,  2 Krooni,  1932,  LF  2C ; Oil  IF  3C 
Kepublic  of  Latvia: 

Y1,  nantiL.s,  1924,  LF  3;  1926,  w/name  IF  3;  CH  IF  (rev  scr^  4;  CH  IF  7* 

1932  CH  VF  2 ^ » 

Y10,  Santims,  1938,  VF  3;  1939  GK  VF  6;  IF  8 

Y2,  2 Santimi , 1922  w/name  VF  (dipped)  1;  IF  3;  w/o  name  VF  12; 

1932  IF  (rev  sers)  2 

yi1a,  2 Santimi,  1939,  IF  10 

Y3,  5 Santimi,  1922  w/name  VF  1;  CK  VF  (rev  sers)  2;  CH  VF  3;  IF 

(otv  sers)  3 

Y4,  10  Santimi,  1922,  w/name  VF  1;  CE  VF  3;  IF  6 

Y5,  20  Santimu,  1922  VF  1 , CH  VF  3;  IF  7 

Y6,  50  Santimu,  1922  VF  3;  CH  VF  7;  IF  13;  CH  IF  16 

Y7,  Lats,  1924  VF  (obv  spot)  2;  VF  3 

Y8,  2 Lati,  1925  CH  VF  8 ; 1926  VF  9;  IF  15 

Y9,  5 Lati,  1929,  VF  13;  CH  VF  15;  nice  IF  25 

1931  CH  F 11;  CH  VF  ( sm  obv  nks)  13;  CH  VF  1 5 ; IF  19;  CH  IF  25 

1932  VF  (obv  nks)  15;  IF  (tiny  obv  nks)  25 

Republic  of  Lithuania: 

Y1,  Centas,  1925  VF  (trn's)  6;  CH  IF  20 
Y9,  Centas,  1936,  VF  6;  IF  12 

Y10,  2 Centci,  1936,  VF  (once  dipped)  4;  IF  12 

Y2,  5 Cental,  1925,  VF  5;  CH  VF  (uneven  toning)  7;  CH  VF  9 

Y11,  5 Ceitai,  1936  CH  F 4;  CH  VF  10 

Y3,  10  Centu,  1925  VF  10 

Y4,  20  Centu,  1925,  CH  F 5;  VF  10;  CH  VF  15 
Y5,  50  Centu,  1925  CH  F 10 

Y6,  Litas,  1925,  F 6;  VF  9;  clnd  IF  (hlns)  12 
Y7,  2 litu,  1925  F E;  CH  F 12;  VF  18 
Y8,  5 Litai,  1925  CH  VF  28;  IF  (rb)  30 

Y12,  Litai,  1936,  VF  (nks)  7;  CH  VF  (nks)  9;  IF  (obv  sers)  13; 

IF  (hlns)  16 

Y13,  10  Litu,  1936,  VF  29;  CH  VF  (rev  dig  in  helmet,  sm  rb)  15 

CH  VF  40;  CH  IF  55 

Y14,  10  litu,  1938  IF  (rev  sers  & porous  spot)  40 

jf  Zi//  /V'c  /fW 


